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Brief Background: 

Chronic absenteeism is defined as a student missing 10% or more of enrolled school days, 

whether excused or not (typically, ~18 days) in California. Chronic absenteeism should not be 

confused with truancy (unexcused absences) or average daily attendance (ADA) rates which are 

applied to state report cards and used for federal accountability.  

There are many individual and external factors that contribute to chronic absenteeism but in 

general, certain student subgroups, such as youth in foster care, youth experiencing 

homelessness, students with disabilities, and English learners have higher rates of chronic 

absenteeism.  

Data Summary: 

Below are compiled chronic absenteeism rates for all 42 school districts in San Diego County. 

The percent of chronically absent students was calculated by utilizing the publicly available data 

from the California Department of Education. Percentages were calculated by dividing the 

number of chronically absent students for a specific subgroup by the total number of the 

subgroup students in the school.  

The data below is for non-charter schools only and “#” refers to the number of students who are 

chronically absent. Highlighted information indicates an overall San Diego County average 

chronic absenteeism rate that exceeds the state of California average.  

Absenteeism Rates for 
ALL Students in School 

Year 

San Diego County 

California 
Average 

# 
Enrolled 
Students  

# Chronically 
Absent Students 

% Chronically 
Absent 

2021-22 495, 084 124,756 30.4% 30.8% 

2022-23 491,351 114,366 23.3% 24.9% 
 

Absenteeism Rates by 
Student Subgroup  

% Chronically Absent in SY 2022-23 

% Difference from 
Previous Year 

San Diego County 
Average 

California 
Average 

Male -5.90% 24.7% 25.5% 

Female -6.40% 24.7% 25.4% 

Foster Youth -8.90% 39.5% 39.0% 

English Learners -7.70% 33.0% 28.2% 

Students with Disabilities -7.10% 34.4% 35.7% 

Homeless -8.30% 44.6% 40.9% 

Socioeconomically 
Disadvantaged 

-7.90% 32.5% 31.1% 

Migrant -10.80% 29.7% 22.6% 
*Sections highlighted yellow indicates a chronically absent % that is higher than the state % 

https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/DQCensus/AttChrAbsRateLevels.aspx?cds=37681220000000&agglevel=District&year=2021-22
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Above is a graphical comparison of regional averages for total chronic absenteeism rates by 

school year. Chronic absenteeism rates decreased across all regions in San Diego County from 

School Year 2021-22 to School Year 2022-23.  
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• Find resources to support better attendance on the Tools for Schools searchable 

database from Live Well Schools. 

• Learn what County of San Diego Health and Human Services Agency programs are in, or 

could be in, your schools by using the Live Well Schools Map. 

• Contact Live Well Schools for additional information and support. 

 

https://www.livewellsd.org/i-want-to/learn-more/schools/live-well-schools/tools-for-schools-resources-page
https://www.livewellsd.org/i-want-to/learn-more/schools/hhsa-map/-fsiteid-1#!/
mailto:Livewelleducation@sdcounty.ca.gov

